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comfort and prosperity to many. The references to the influence 
of cotton on such writers as Malthus and Darwin and upon such 
explorers as Columbus and Cortes show the breadth with which 
the author treats the subject. 

A large part of this work, of course, is devoted to tracing the 
connection of cotton with the early manufacturing in the United 
States, its impetus to slavery, its influences upon States' rights, its 
effects on manufacturing in New England and on protection, free 
trade, secession, the reconstruction of the South and the social 
problem. On the whole this is an excellent work and will be re- 
ceived by students of economic history as a valuable contribution 
in its field. 

C. B. Walter 

Centennial Encyclopedia of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. 

By Richard R. Wright, Jr., Ph.D., Editor-in-chief, assisted 

by John R. Hawkins, LL.B. Book Concern of the A. M. E. 

Church, Philadelphia, Pa., 1916. Pp. 392. 

This is a neatly printed and handsomely bound volume of valu- 
able facts meeting a long-felt need. It contains an introduction by 
Bishop L. J. Coppin, a foreword entitled "One Hundred Years of 
African Methodism," a sketch of "What African Methodism Has 
to Say for Itself," by Dr. J. T. Fenifer,the historian of the church, 
and the Chronology of African Methodism by Dr. R. R. Wright. 
In these pages one finds in epitome the leading facts of the history 
of this church from the time of its establishment by Richard Allen 
to the present time. 

Then follows the Centennial Encyclopedia of the African Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. "The purpose of this work," according 
to the editors, "is to present in some literary form the work of the 
men and women, both ministers and laymen, who have helped to 
make the Church what it is and especially those now living who 
receive the inheritance of the fathers and upon whose shoulders rest 
the responsibility of passing the work down to a new century." 
The editors disclaim pretension to scientific historical treatment. 
The work is rather biographical and autobiographical and was pre- 
pared under such a handicap that some of the matter presented could 
not be verified. Yet when we consider the fact that the editors had 
access to the files of newspapers, church histories, and other church 
encyclopedias, we must conclude that they have here compiled infor- 
mation of incalculable value. The reader must be impressed too 
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by the scientific disposition of the editors in that they show no 
inclination to criticize or eulogize, but endeavor to present facts. 

The second part of the book, differing somewhat from the first, 
is equally as valuable. It contains an account of the Church in 
general, its location, laws, doctrines, statistics and almost every sort 
of information bearing on the Ufe of those connected with this 
Church. Among these facts, too, the reader finds not only a re- 
ligious history but an excellent account of the development of edu- 
cation among these people. In this respect, therefore, the editors 
have rendered the cause of education a service hardly less valuable 
than that to the Church. 

The volume as a whole shows much progress. It is the best Negro 
Church encyclopedia hitherto produced. One may obtain here in 
succinct form an excellent ready reference work. The book is 
modestly given to the public as a beginning, but it has accomplished 
much for the race not only in the information which it contains but 
in demonstrating what a store of knowledge may be obtained 
through an effective organization. Just as the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church has gone to the expense of bringing out this valu- 
able volume to publish to posterity the deeds of its fathers, so 
should every Negro organization address itself to the task of pre- 
serving a record of all of their connection, who have done something 
for the development of the country and the progress of their people. 



